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CAN SONAR BE USED TO LOCATE DERELICT TRAPS? 

Pilot Survey
Lower York River

2005-2006

York River Marine Debris 
Survey-

Jan/Feb 2006 (Off-season)
33.5 km2

 
surveyed

Havens, K.J. et al. 2008. NAJFM 28:1194-1200.
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676 derelict crab pots 
identified



Kirk Havens, VIMS

About 50 market size crabs are 
captured per season per derelict pot.

A conservative estimate of blue crabs 
trapped by derelict traps in the Lower 
York River is between 25,000 to 
50,000 crabs per year (approximately 
500-1000 bushels).

Loss of croaker in the lower York 
River is estimated at over 7,000 per 
year.
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Derelict Crab Pot & Marine Debris Removal 
Program Specifics
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Designed to ride 
above the 

bottom with 
only the hooks 

dragging 
through the 
sediment.

Photo credit: Matt Stewart
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Website: http://ccrm.vims.edu/marine_debris_removal/index.html

Questions?
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