May 12, 2008

State Air Pollution Control Board Members
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality

Re: VEPCO/Dominion Virginia City Hybrid Energy Center

The Wise Energy Alliance wants to thank the Air Pollution Control Board for assuming
authority over the permitting process for the Virginia City Hybrid Energy Center. We
believe that your guidance will ensure that the health of the community and the
environment of southwest Virginia are protected. We also appreciate the opportunity to
comment on Dominion’s plans for a coal-fired power plant in Wise County.

The Wise Energy Alliance was formed in December 2007 after the Wise County Board
of Supervisors, in an emergency meeting, approved a resolution supporting Dominion’s
proposed power plant in St. Paul. This resolution was passed although a significant
number of citizens had crowded the regular meeting the night before to state their
concerns and opposition to the construction of the plant. The Wise Energy Alliance is a
grassroots group currently comprised of 64 concerned citizens from Wise County and
several surrounding areas, who feel construction of Dominion’s proposed Virginia City
Hybrid Energy Center is not in the best interest of the people of Wise County.

The Wise Energy Alliance's concerns regarding this proposed power plant are numerous.
We’re particularly worried about how the pollution from this coal burning facility might
worsen the existing high rates of certain health problems suffered by area citizens, as well
as exacerbate negative environmental impacts from the coal mining industry. The result
could be an even greater decline in area resident’s quality of life. The following points
outline and explain our major concerns regarding the Virginia City Hybrid Energy Center
proposal:

Dominion would have us believe that the air pollution from the St. Paul plant is being
reduced significantly through new technology. But the pounds of pollution that will be
released relative to 2 million tons of combusted coal each year are a concern. Air quality
relative to the human population and atmospheric deposition relative to the aquatic and
terrestrial landscape needs to be addressed more fully. Many of the pollutants that will be
emitted by the Virginia City Hybrid Energy Center, such as particulate matter and sulfur
dioxide, have been linked with chronic respiratory problems and heart disease. A study
done by the Southwest Virginia Graduate Medical Education Consortium revealed that
people living in the Wise County area have higher death rates from chronic lower
respiratory diseases and heart disease than the rest of Virginia.! And according to the
Virginia Department of Health, Wise County has one of the highest rates of asthma in the
state.” The Wise Energy Alliance believes that more detailed health impact assessment
studies need to be conducted to determine if pollution from the power plant will increase
these health issues among county residents. Also, because Wise County ranks as one of
the poorest counties in Virginia, with a 15.3% poverty rate, and lacks adequate health



care for many of its residents,” we believe a health-based economic impact study of PM
2.5 emissions should also be included in any health assessment study that may be
conducted.

Another concern is the volume of coal that will be trucked to the power plant on a daily
basis. Mr. James Beazley, a Dominion representative, has said 600 coal trucks a day will
be needed to haul coal into the plant. Obviously, from a quality of life, and health and
environmental standpoints, this could be problematic. Coal trucks create a lot of noise
and dust. How much coal dust will be deposited on the roadways and in the air? On
windy days, what will be the dispersal rate of the coal dust generated by all of these
trucks? If built, Dominion’s power plant will be within a few miles of several local
schools. Studies have shown children living near busy diesel trucking routes are more
likely to suffer from decreased lung function, wheezing, bronchitis, and allergies.” How
much mercury can we expect the coal truck traffic to add to the air beyond what has been
projected for the power plant itself? The Wise Energy Alliance feels the impacts of the
coal trucks needed to bring fuel into the power plant has not been fully assessed and
should be addressed in detail as part of the permit application.

The Clinch River, which is approximately 2.6 stream miles from what will be the ash
combustion landfill for Dominion’s proposed power plant, is the municipal water source
for the county. The Wise Energy Alliance has concerns regarding the long-term
containment of the toxic pollutants in this ash waste, and the potential for groundwater
contamination. The area identified for the landfill contains extensive shallow
underground mines. We feel a more extensive study needs to be conducted to determine
the potential for underground mine shaft collapse, which could release potentially toxic
leachate into receiving groundwater. In addition, because the landfill site identified by
Dominion has been determined to be sufficient for 27 years, and the life of a coal-fired
power plant is 50+, another landfill facility will eventually be needed. Dominion did not
identify where this site may be located as part of their application, and the Wise Energy
Alliance would like to request that this information be included as part of the application.
Also, as part of the application, Dominion should detail how they plan to use the ash
combustion waste to lessen the waste stream coming from the power plant.

Again, the Wise Energy Alliance appreciates having this opportunity to comment
regarding our concerns over Dominion’s proposed Virginia City Hybrid Energy Center.
We also want to reiterate our gratitude to the Air Pollution Control Board for taking over
this permitting process, and trust your expertise will benefit all people of southwest
Virginia.

Clare Jones, Chairperson
Wise Energy Alliance
Wise, Virginia
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