I would like to comment on the proximity of Dominion Virginia Power's proposed Wise
County facility to Appalachian Power Company's Clinch River plant at Carbo, Virginia.
The straight-line distance between the two facilities, when measured on Google

Maps, comes to slightly less than nine miles.

Virginia Tech maintains a website showing the location of every power-generating
facility in Virginia:

http://www.energy.vt.edu/vept/index.asp

An examination of this site reveals that no where else in Virginia are two coal-burning
power plants located within such close proximity.

Appalachian Power Company's Clinch River plant was built in 1957. When this plant
was constructed it had a planned life of only 20 years. That plant is now 50 years old and
in spite of numerous upgrades it is not representative of current technology. Recent fines
levied against Appalachian Power for excessive emissions tell the story more

eloquently than I can. Appalachian has promised to clean up emissions at the Clinch
River Plant - but can it do so?

In summary, we have one power plant in Russell County producing more pollution than
is allowed by law. In adjacent Wise County less than nine miles away we will have an
additional power plant producing an as yet undetermined level of pollution. Ifthe Wise
County facility falls short of its emissions goal will it be torn down? Obviously not.

People living in the area adjacent to these plants will suffer. Many of these people are
poor. A disproportionate number are elderly or disabled making them more susceptible
to airborne pollutants. The problem with letting a genie out of the bottle is getting it back
inside.

Jerry F. Couch
Castlewood, Virginia
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