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Dear Members of the State Air Pollution Control Board:

My concerns about Dominion’s proposed coal fired power plant for southwest Virginia mainly
revolve around the health of the children in the area. [ am a teacher at the high school in
Coeburn, Virginia, which a town about 15 miles from the building site.

[ think that it is important for the State Air Pollution Control Board to understand that the
county Dominion has chosen to build a coal fired plant is a very poor and medically underserved
county. The poverty rate in Wise County is twice the Virginia state average (20% vs. 9.6%).
Possibly because of environmental degradation and/or because many citizens do not have access
to medical services the death rates from most common causes are higher in Wise County than in
the state of Virginia as a whole, such as cancer (+21%), chronic lower respiratory diseases (+41%)".

[ am particularly concerned with two types of pollutants that will affect the health of all the people
in our area if the Dominion plant is allowed to go forward. These pollutants are particulate
pollution and mercury pollution.

Particle pollution is considered by the American Lung Association to be “the most dangerous, and
deadly, of the widespread outdoor air pollutants™. Particle pollution causes many health effects,
from premature births to asthma; it can also trigger heart attacks, strokes, irregular heartbeat, and
premature death. In the eastern U.S., many particles come from coal fired power plants.

Wise County school’s currently have more students enrolled with asthma than half of our high
school’s have enrolled. The Journal of American Medical Association, confirms that air pollution
is an underappreciated cause of asthma’. I personally have many students that are living with
asthma. According to the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) website the costs of asthma are
disproportionately distributed across Virginia’s population and geographical regions. Of the 35
health districts in Virginia, there is no health district in the state of Virginia that has a higher rate
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of asthma than the Lenowisco district (which contains Wise County). Wise County is already
right next door to a top polluter in the state, the CARBO coal burning power plant which is just
across the county line. The VDH also notes that asthma accounts for 100’s of school days lost
each year in Virginia and that the burdens of asthma are heaviest on the children, the elderly and
the poor*. These vulnerable populations (the children and the elderly) are the ones that our local
leaders should be protecting, but unfortunately are not. Asthma is a major public health problem
of increasing concern nationwide. The economic costs to society from asthma are high; the
average charge for hospitalization for asthma in Virginia in 2004 was $10,211 per stay, with an
average length of stay of 3.6 days. With every school day lost by a child it also means a day of lost
work for a parent. According to the Commissioner of the Virginia Dept of Health hundreds of
Virginia’s die each year from asthma. The impact of asthma on the health, quality of life of
southwest Virginia’s citizens and the economy of Wise County is critical. The number of sick
people will increase if a second coal fired power plant is allowed to be built in our area.

The other pollutant of major concern to many educators is the emission of mercury. Dominion is
already Virginia’s biggest corporate emitter of toxic mercury pollution. This plant can emit up to
another 49 pounds of mercury every year. Mercury exposure can result in attention and language
deficits, impaired memory, and impaired visual and motor functions. Mercury is already found at
high levels in our local environment. According to the DEQ the Guest River which feeds directly
into the Clinch River and is closest river to the school where I work has a 303d for mercury, as
well as PCB’s and arsenic. As I mentioned earlier there are a lot of people living below the poverty
level here, many local people have depended on the natural environment and their gardens for
more than a century to supplement their diets. [ have tried and failed to convince my students of
the danger of eating fish out of the Guest River. I often have students that tell me they have
recently eaten and will continue to eat the fish out of the Guest River (even though they are aware
of the fish ban). I am concerned that the Dominion plant will increase the levels of mercury -~ a
known neurotoxin ~which will pose an elevated threat to the health of our citizens and wild
animals’.

[ have touched on just two of the pollutants that will decrease the general health of the people of
Southwest Virginia; we will be getting a high percent of the pollution from the plant and 0% of
the electricity generated. I am extremely concerned about the health effects of the proposed
Virginia City power plant. Our area already has toxic water ways and has had miles of streams
buried from the practice of mountain top removal which has destroyed 25% of the mountains in
Wise County. I believe that the health of people is directly linked to the health of their
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environment, please help to protect the children’s health in southwest Virginia by protecting the
water and land that sustains us.

Sincerely,
Diana Withen



