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From: Benjamin Lord [blcato391@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 10, 2010 11:50 AM 
To: Riggleman, Anita (DEQ) 
Subject: Warren County Power Plant - Shenandoah 
Dear Ms. Riggleman,
 
It appears that a major project will be forthcoming in Warren County, at the foot of Shenandoah 
National Park.  Ms. Riggleman, many people will speak passionately about economic opportunity, and 
reveal personal political passions.  As a rural resident myself I understand their situation and position.  It 
is no secret these days we live in a polarized political climate.  The natural instinct will be to approve 
this project proposal, and permit a new power station to be built.
 
However, approving this project might very well be a poor choice.  The corporate public relations and 
rural public anger at environmental protection will no doubt place real electricity in this proposal, and 
DEQ might be very sympathetic.  But you also risk irreparable destruction of a Class 1 Airshed over 
Shenandoah, public disgust over degraded views from Skyline Drive, Congressional disgust over 
environmental protection standards in Virginia, and declining interest in the value of Warren County, 
Front Royal, and the Shenandoah Region.  In short, it is a potential loser, and it will be clearly evident to 
Americans if this project is greenlighted as it stands now.  Believe me, we will take our money 
elsewhere, to places that regard high-value landscapes as economically important.
 
Of course, if DEQ can find strong evidence that some aspects of this application have real merit, with 
minimal environmental damage, then I will yield to your judgement.  However, please be aware that 
from my perspective this application request is a bad choice for this premier location.
 
Respectfully Submitted,
 
Benjamin Lord
 
Fort Valley, Virginia
Shenandoah County  
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